
West Kootenay Branch of the BCHPA
Annual General Meeting

November 8, 2015
Present:
Nette Lack (President), Karen Godbout (Vice President), Terry Huxter (Treasurer), Paul Taylor 
(secretary outgoing), Bronwyn Krause (secretary incoming), Dave Johnson (local BCHPA 
representative outgoing), Christina Yahn (local BCHPA representative incoming) & Axel Krause 
(local inspector). See attached list for membership present.

Meeting Called to Order by Nette Lack at 12:20 p.m.

Report on the BCHPA  AGM in Courtenay - Axel Krause

1st Day - Course on how to teach beekeeping to beginners was given; there are now 12 new 
BCHPA certified instructors.

2nd Day - Business meeting: Problems between the president and the executive of the BCHPA 
were brought to the attention of the membership. Catherine Culley resigned and a new 
president, Kerry Clark, was elected. The web site is currently in limbo, as the web master/
secretary also resigned.

Days 3 &4 -  education days organized by Jeff Lee included some great presentations!
• Small hive beetle: not in this area yet. Provincial apiculturists meeting to discuss 

regulations that may be required to prevent the spread of this new pest.
• Agricultural critic from the provincial NDP promoted adding more money for inspectors in 

the provincial budget.
• Presentation of data correlating Varroa numbers with beekeeping outcomes since CCD. 

3% mite load needs action; 5% mite load sees loss. Not the mites, but rather the viruses 
they transmit that are the problem.

• Mark Winston’s book “Bee Time” won the Governor General’s award for non-fiction.
• Dewey Caron gave a presentation on frame reading.
• Liz Huxter gave a presentation on queen rearing.
• Gerry Rozema gave a presentation on his electronic hive scale and the resulting data.

Report on News from the Ministry of Agriculture- Axel Krause

Paul van Westendorp (provincial apiculturist) has sent out a survey and is asking beekeepers to 
fill it out to help with collecting provincial statistics. A link can be found on the Kootenay Bee 
News (KBN) site.

Review of Minutes from March 1, 2015

Motion: To approve the minutes as read
Terry Huxter
Seconded: Dave Johnson

CARRIED



Matters Arising From the Minutes:

The previous Motion for the word “Division” in the the group name is not allowed under the 
current BCHPA constitution/bylaws. “West Kootenay Branch of BCHPA” is the allowed wording.

There are 3 possibilities for the group to consider in moving forward: remain a branch, become 
an affiliate with our own bylaws, or become simply a club with no formal structure.

Dave Johnson spoke to the issue. He believes that an affiliation is too much work. A branch 
would be a better option and he doesn’t have a problem with the name. He feels we are already 
pretty casual. Dave supports the branch option.

Ron McIntyre supports the branch option as well.

Currently the boundaries drawn up in the BCHPA constitution/bylaws do not include a large area 
from which we draw members. The executive felt that the BCHPA would be receptive to 
changing this as they are currently reviewing their constitution.

Nette reported that the East Kootenay branch is now defunct.
A question was raised about closed door meetings, and it was clarified that this was an issue of 
the CHC not the BCHPA.

It was also noted that voting privileges remain with the individual members, so if we want our 
group to have a larger voice on the provincial level, more members need to attend the provincial 
meetings.

Motion: To be known officially as “West Kootenay Branch of the BCHPA.”
Axel Krause
Seconded: Ron McIntyre

CARRIED
Motion: to be known informally as “West Kootenay Beekeepers.”
Axel Krause
Seconded: Christina Yahn

CARRIED
Officers and executives:

Election of Bronwyn Krause as new secretary

Motion: To appoint Bronwyn Krause as Secretary of the West Kootenay Branch of the BCHPA, 
as there were no other candidates put forward.
Nette Lack
Seconded: Terry Huxter

CARRIED
Tresurer’s Report - Terry Huxter

Motion: To accept financial statement as presented
Nette Lack
Seconded: Peter Wood

CARRIED



Terry asked that the signing officers be updated.
Motion: To remove Cheryl Ahrens, Bob Lerch and Tom Bell from the list of signing officers.
Axel Krause
Seconded: Nette Lack

CARRIED
Motion: To confirm Terence Huxter, Antoinette Lack and Jane Bronwyn Krause  as current 
signing officers.
Axel Krause
Seconded: Dave Johnson

CARRIED
Motion: That there be one signature from a signing authority needed on the account due to the 
difficulties presented by the large geographic area covered by the branch.
Axel Krause
Seconded: Nette Lack

CARRIED
Regional Report - Dave Johnson
Dave reported that activity within the executive prior to the AGM was tension filled. 
Unfortunately there were issues between good people on both sides.
Dave indicated that he would like to pass his position on to someone; Christina volunteered to 
take over.

Motion: To appoint Christina Yahn as Regional Representative of the West Kootenay Branch of 
the BCHPA, as there were no other candidates put forward.
Nette Lack
Seconded: Sharon Myers

CARRIED

New Business

There is a local program to recoup 50% of bear proof fencing costs. See post on KBN for 
current contact information.

Christina reported on her trip to Maui including: small hive beetle, Varroa issues, the differences 
in keeping bees in a milder climate, and pollen use. See Queen Bee Project online for photos, a 
new hive design called the ‘Cathedral Hive’ from backyardhive.com and updates on the 
wintergreen treatment for Varroa.

Christina is teaching introduction to beekeeping at the college in Nelson in February (once a 
week on Sundays for four weeks). Axel will be teaching in Castlegar, Grand Forks, and Nakusp - 
see Selkirk CE calendar/KBN for dates and times.

Nette would like to have her current year long course become known as the West Kootenay 
Beginner’s Beekeeping Course. 

Motion: To accept responsibility for the Mad Dog Farm beekeeping course and for the course to 
now be known as the “West Kootenay Beginner’s Beekeeping Course.”
Karen Godbut
Seconded: Sharon Myers

CARRIED

http://backyardhive.com


“Keepers of the Bees” is the book Karen and Christina have completed. Monies from the branch 
were used to purchase complimentary copies for the beekeepers that consented to be 
interviewed. The companion web site features sound clips of the actual interviews. There is a 
possibility that the book might go on tour to the local libraries in the area.

The radio station EZ-ROCK reported that Castlegar City Council has given approval for the 
planting of a bee friendly garden at Millennium Park. It was noted that current city bylaws do not 
allow for honey bees to be kept within city limits, as they are considered an agricultural activity.

Motion: That the Secretary of the branch draft a letter to Castlegar City Council asking that they 
consider amending the bylaw to allow people to keep bees within city limits.
Fred Makortoff
Seconded: Peter Relkoff

CARRIED
Nette reported that she is taking a website design course that requires her to design a website 
as a final project. She asked for permission to design a site for the branch, which would cost 
nothing until such time as the branch decided to host the site. Unanimous approval was given 
for Nette to go ahead with her design with input from the membership as required.

Axel showed a oxalic acid vapourizer in 2 parts called the Reminizer 2.0. More information can 
be found on KBN.

Nette reported that KLAS is selling their 9 frame radial extractor and misc. equipment for $1500. 
Interested parties should see Nette for details.

French pussy willow cuttings were made available by Keith Stetsko. Thank you to Keith for 
spreading a plant that provides an early food source for the bees.

Axel moved to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m.


